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Wayne Township Board of Education Reorganizes

At the reorganization meeting, three new board members were seated based
on the results of the November general election. School Business
Administrator William Moffitt administered Ryan Battershill's oath of office,
while  Board Member Donald Pavlak, Jr. administered Matt Giordano's oath.
The Honorable Judge Scott T. Rumana administered the oath of office to
Barbara Rigoglioso.

The Board of Education also selected a new leadership team.  Donald Pavlak,
Jr. was selected as president after serving 17 years on the Board of Education
and having served previously as President in 2017 and 2018 and as vice
president in 2016.  Mr. Pavlak is a retired Wayne police officer.  He has been a
Wayne resident for over 60 years. In addition, the Board of Education
selected Haralampos Prassakos as vice president.

Mr. Pavlak noted, “It’s an honor to be elected as school board president, and
it’s a role that comes with a lot of responsibility.  As school board president, I
look forward to leading the school board and working with the other members
to make crucial decisions that affect the school district.  As president, you
have the opportunity to lead and make decisions that will impact the district,
students, teachers, and the entire community.  I promise to listen to your
concerns and any ideas you may have.  With this, we will continue working
with you and strive to achieve the best possible outcomes.”

MEET THE NEW BOARD TRUSTEES

Ryan Battershill
Mr. Battershill and his wife, Jennifer, have four children and have been
residents of Wayne since 2015. All of their children attend Wayne schools.
Viewing education as a partnership between home and school, he works
closely with the teachers and counselors to ensure his children’s educational
success.
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Mr. Battershill holds an Electrical and Electronic Engineering diploma from the
University of the West of England in Bristol, United Kingdom. Currently, he
oversees a large group of international software engineers in a private tech
company where he also mentors many recent college graduates and high
school interns.

After the reorganization meeting, Mr. Battershill commented, “I want to
express how truly thankful I am to the residents of Wayne for entrusting me
with this responsibility and to my wife and family for their dedication and
support. I am excited to help build a team across the board of trustees, using
all their individual talents and working with them to continue to build a future
for the district. I intend to bring my skills in problem-solving, managing large
organizations and budgets, and desire for high academic achievement and
technology to the school system allowing the school system to work the best
it can for the children, teachers, parents, administration, and the community
at large, especially in terms of transparency, involvement and academic
results.”

Matthew Giordano
Mr. Giordano has been a resident of Wayne since 1998. One of the reasons he
moved to Wayne was the excellent education system. Even though he had no
children at the time, he knew this was the town to raise his future children.
Looking back over the years and the education his children received, Mr
Giordano was not disappointed.

As a science teacher for over thirty years, Mr. Giordano hopes to continue
serving the district by sharing what he knows best: quality education. With
the hopes of bringing parties together for the common goal of a great
educational experience for all children of Wayne, Mr. Giordano, as always,
vows to listen to all sides of an issue.  He pledges to make academic
excellence, not politics, his top priority for his upcoming term in office.

Barbara Rigoglioso
Mrs. Rigoglioso grew up with Polish immigrant parents in Garfield, New
Jersey.  She attended Garfield High School, was captain of her cheerleading
squad, and was an honor society member. Mrs. Rigoglioso graduated from
the University of South Florida with a degree in English Education and a
minor in Communications, and she worked as a regional sales manager for
the RCA Company.

Mrs. Rigoglioso is married to Dr. Charles Rigoglioso for the past thirty seven
years.  Both her and her husband have dedicated their lives to the Wayne
Community. Her seven children Matthew, Andrew, Charles, Luke, Jacob,
Joshua, and Julianna received their entire education in the Wayne Township
Public Schools. In addition, two of her daughters-in-law received their
education in the Wayne Township Public Schools.  Mrs. Rigoglioso also has
two beautiful grandchildren who will be attending the Wayne Township Public
Schools.
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Throughout the years, Mrs. Rigoglioso and her husband have been very
active in the community, including the Wayne PAL, the Boys and Girls Club,
and especially with Wayne Township athletic programs as booster club
president for football, basketball, swimming, track, baseball, wrestling, girls
soccer, basketball, Student Dance Association (SDA) and Project Graduation
chairperson. In addition, Mrs. Rigoglioso has been very involved with the
theater community as chairperson for Broadway Kids Care.  She fully
understands the value extra-curricular activities add to our childrens'
education.
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